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War and Peace

Seo, Youn Seok

[ read the English version of War and Peace, written by the great writer Leo Tolstoy,
for the third time. When [ was a premedical student, I once read in the Korean version. |
recall that [ had a hard time remembering the names of characters in it. But this novel
gives me a significant new meaning to me every time I read it. It is a masterpiece.

In the story, Moscow, which was empty and mostly in flames, was given to Napoleon.
That was a calculated plan of the Russian General Kutuzov. It was a brilliant military
tactic in history. This novel contains 1,400 long pages, but its theme is humanity based
on Christianity. Also, the aristocrats', peasants', and soldiers' life experiences are
included very skillfully, and only experienced writers can do such a description. There
are almost 550 people in the stories. Particularly the stories of the arrogant Duke
Andrea, the intelligent, broad—-minded philanthropist Pierre and a pretty innocent young
girl, Natasha who grew up over time as a strong woman to whom these men fell in love,
make many readers interested and engaged in the story.



During the house—seclusion, due to the corona-virus pandemic, I ended up reading
the novel again after almost ten years. This time I tried reading it as a writer. The
theme and plot are well arranged, and its description is excellent and beautiful. We can
call it a history or philosophy book in addition to a novel. It is a record of the War of
Napoleon's invasion in 1812. While I read this novel, I ended up thinking about the
Korean war in 1950 and the COVID-19 Pandemic which we are facing. Avoiding any
kind of conflict is best if we can do so. War always brings us devastation economically
and mentally, and many human lives are lost. How can we recover from this virus attack?

My memory about the war is a sad and painful one. In September 1950, I was
8years old, and [ was at Kwangju, Kyunggi Province. [ was greeting the soldiers of the
2nd infantry Division advancing to the north, by waving an UN-flag that my brother
made. That was my first time seeing American soldiers. The white dust covered their
faces. They gave us chocolates. They were chewing gum. They put a prisoner on the
front seat of the Jeep and gave the food to the prisoner. They were gentlemen. At the
beginning of the war, our family left Yongdungpo, south of Seoul, and walked on foot to
KongJu, Kumamri, Sagijunggol. After staying there for two months, we had to return
home on foot again. After two weeks, we arrived at Kwangju, where my father's friend's
house was located. It was a hot summer. Sometimes UN airplanes flew above us, and
we hid at the side of the road, covering our heads with the luggage, in case they shot us.
At Kwangju, we had to divide our family members into two groups. My parents and two
brothers and a sister went home, and two older brothers and I stayed with them in
Kwangju.

When UN troops arrived, [ had not had my hair cut for several months and had not
cut my fingernails, and I never washed my clothes. Presumably, I looked like an orphan.
It was Thanksgiving in Korea, so we visited a neighbor, and they treated us with a meal
with beef stew. It was very delicious. At night, US soldiers returned and asked the
villagers to move to one place, as they were firing guns toward the mountains, aiming at
the North Korean soldiers who were retreating to the north. During the communist
captivity, my brothers traded the rice bags from one place to another to make money,
and we kept always a bag of rice in the room. Yes, rice! The rice was essential during
an emergency for survival. I remember that. During this corona-virus crisis, most
Americans had bought tissue, flour, and meat, in a hurry, but I bought two 40 pounds of
bags of rice. During the Korean war, the people picked up any farm products in the
fields. Everyone became minor thieves.

The 2nd Division advanced up to the Amrok river near the Chinese border, passing
Pyongyang, the capital city of North Korea, but they had to retreat to the south due to



Chinese involvement. At the near Hongchon, Kangwon Province, they suffered again
with many casualties and fled further south at the Chipyongri position. This was the
critical line for defense and was a preparation spot for the victory against the Chinese.
The famous French Batallion was one part of this 2nd Division. The Chipongri battle
(Feb. 13-16th, 1951) recorded as one of the most successful military ones for UN
troops. After this battle, the Chinese had to retreat to the north. The Chinese lost
thousands of thousands of lives and wounded who were hit by UN airstrikes. Seo Jun
Seok was the second year of Seoul High School. He joined this UN Charlie engineering
battalion. As an interpreter, he participated in this battle, and he tells me that the lines
of dead bodies in New York due to corona-virus remind him of the lines of dead bodies
of Chineses soldiers at that time. He recalls that during the war, the UN soldiers read
Bibles and sang the Hymn 101, "There is Nothing So Precious As Jesus", together in
English.

We all remember the 911 terrorist attack in New York. We lost 3,000 lives that day
and after that, we have experienced many difficulties, and we had to cancel the 2011
Medical LA Convention. And this time again due to this corona-virus crisis we had to
cancel our Medical Convention for the 2nd time. Although we are enjoying the benefit of
the result of the third and fourth industrial revolution, we do not know what to do now
in the face of a little virus attack. Also, [ wonder where this strange germ originated

from.

Please young people! Social distancing, washing hands, and avoiding contact are
essential. I had to greet children who visited us on the day of Easter, without opening
the door. At 6.00 am, [ had to go to the grocery store with a mask and gloves on. It was
time for seniors. Using Clorox tissue and using self- checkout was essential, and after I
arrived home, I had to wash the plastic bags and foods with soap and water, and I
changed my clothes and took a shower. I sterilized my wallet and credit cards by using
the ultraviolet light machine for five minutes. This machine has been handy and that was
a gift from my daughter through Amazon.

Today at the grocery, the seniors were on the line in one direction with the social
distancing and merchandise were plenty, although they were a little expensive. In the
past, I used to check the weather in the morning for golf, but nowadays, I ended up
checking the number of dead people due to corona-virus. When I called our elder
alumni member to say hi, I felt they were experiencing a hard time mentally. Dr. Lee,
Woonsoon, the elder alumnus passed away at the nursing home. It was sad news. On
June 8th, the US death toll was over 110,000. We all received a bitter spring in 2020. It
is worse for elders and unprivileged persons. On January 1st they said this was the



mouse year, and we would be wealthy, but it did not happen. People lost jobs and are
hungry. I lost my brother—in—-law at Inova Hospital ICU, and we cremated his body
without any memorial services. Most of the casualties were male over 65 years old,
and they are 65% of the dead. That 1s the age group where most of the members of our
US alumni belong.

As time passes this war will end after losing lives and leaving significant damages
to us and temporary peace will arrive only for a short time. But we should remember
this painful experience from the COVID-19 attack. We have to feel the value of the
medical teams who fought for us, and we have to wake up alert. We have overcome
many new infections against our humanity: measle, pest, cholera, syphilis, tuberculosis,
polio, HIV, hepatitis, etc. In the face of this crisis, we should support the brave and
brilliant people who work hard in the medical field. The politician should support their
research and encourage their effort to improve our wellbeing. That is the way of
restoring safety for the future. Also, we should be able to make the essential vaccine
and products to use against germs in advance. That is the only way that we can survive
with a lasting victory and enjoy real peace.

—————— June 9th, 2020 at Haymarket, Virginia, U.S.A.




