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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Kwang Sik Kim, the
Division Chief of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at Johns Hopkins. Dr. Kim was a
Professor of Pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and a
Professor in the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public health. He was a very kind and supportive
leader who will be missed for his professional and personal contributions to Johns
Hopkins and the field of infectious diseases.

Dr. Kim received his medical degree in 1971 from Seoul National University in
Korea. After serving three years in the Korean Air Force, he completed a pediatric
residency at Louisiana State University and a pediatric infectious diseases
fellowship at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. He subsequently became the Division
Head of Infectious Diseases at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. Dr. Kim was
recruited in 2000 to Johns Hopkins as the Chair of Pediatric Infectious Diseases.

Dr. Kim’s major scientific contributions were in the area of central nervous
system infections. His work was amongst the earliest to demonstrate the
mechanisms used by pathogens to penetrate the blood-brain barrier and cause
neurologic disease. He had tireless passion to advance our collective understanding
of the pathogenesis, prevention, and therapy of neurologic infections. Dr. Kim’s
blood-brain barrier model has been used by investigators throughout the world to
understand central nervous system infection and inflammation. In addition, his
blood-brain barrier model was the basis for establishing novel concepts such as the
neurovascular impact of Alzheimer’s disease and transendothelial migration of
monocytes into the brain as a major contributing factor to HIV encephalopathy. Dr.
Kim’s research program was supported by NIH RO1 grants since 1984, resulting in
more than 350 peer-reviewed publications and innumerable national and
international lectureships. His work has been cited more than 29,000 times.

In addition to his scientific rigor, Dr. Kim was committed to mentorship and
training. Since arriving at Johns Hopkins in 2000, he secured and maintained a T32
training grant for the Pediatric Infectious Disease Division that has led to the
development of many nationally recognized leaders in the field of pediatric
infectious diseases. His encouragement, support, and mentorship for young
investigators and physician scientists will
always be remembered. We offer
condolences to his wife and two children.

We will remember Dr. Kim as a giant |
in the field of infectious diseases. He will
be greatly missed and remembered
fondly. -

Kwang Sik Kim was a Professor of
Pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine, a
Professor in the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public health, and the Division Chief of Pediatric
Infectious Diseases. He was a very kind and supportive leader who will be missed
for his professional and personal contributions to Johns Hopkins and the field of
infectious diseases. Dr. Kim received his medical degree in 1971 from Seoul
National University in Korea. After serving three years in the Korean Air Force, he
completed a pediatric residency at Louisiana State University and a pediatric
infectious diseases fellowship at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. He subsequently
became the Division Head of Infectious Diseases at Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles. Dr. Kim was recruited in 2000 to Johns Hopkins as the Chief of Pediatric
Infectious Diseases. Dr. Kim’s major scientific contributions were in the area of
central nervous system infections. His work was amongst the earliest to demonstrate
the mechanisms used by pathogens to penetrate the blood-brain barrier and cause
neurologic disease. He had tireless passion to advance our collective understanding
of the pathogenesis, prevention, and therapy of neurologic infections. Dr. Kim’s
blood-brain barrier model has been used by investigators throughout the world to
understand central nervous system infection and inflammation. In addition, his
blood-brain barrier model was the basis for establishing novel concepts such as the
neurovascular impact of Alzheimer’s disease and transendothelial migration of
monocytes into the brain as a major contributing factor to HIV encephalopathy. Dr.
Kim’s research program was supported by NIH RO1 grants since 1984, resulting in
more than 350 peer-reviewed publications and innumerable national and
international lectureships. His work has been cited more than 29,000 times. In
addition to his scientific rigor, Dr. Kim was committed to mentorship and training.
Since arriving at Johns Hopkins in 2000, he secured and maintained a T32 training
grant for the Pediatric Infectious Disease Division that has led to the development
of many nationally recognized leaders in the field of pediatric infectious diseases.
His encouragement, support, and mentorship for voung investigators and physician
scientists will always be remembered. We offer condolences to his wife and two
children. We will remember Dr. Kim as a giant in the field of infectious diseases. He
will be sorely missed and fondly remembered. With heavy hearts, The Pediatric
Infectious Diseases Division
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Our father, Tai-Soon Choi, lived an amazing 85 years filled with purpose and
love. His childhood was one of hardship and struggle, and against all odds he
graduated from SNU Class of 1961. He and our mother, Young-ui, met in Seoul
and she saw in him a loyal, hard working, loving man with whom she could build
a future. Together they moved to Buffalo, New York where they raised us, their 3
children. Many know our father as the humble dedicated neonatologist who
single-handedly ran the NICU at Mercy Hospital of Buffalo, treating thousands of
patients over the course of his career. He was a true servant leader, and even
years after he retired the staff at Mercy remember him and are going to place a
memorial brick in the hospital garden to honor him. We know him as the man
who always put others first, whether it be his patients or his family. As his
children, we remember hearing the garage door at all hours of the night when he
would need to rush to a delivery. We remember eating dinner in the hospital
cafeteria and playing in the hospital lobby as we waited for him to be done seeing
patients. We also remember him showing up to our school events and recitals,
taking us to Florida for summer vacations, teaching us to ride bikes and drive
cars. He worked as hard at home as he did at the hospital, mowing the large yard
and resealing the black top driveway, yet he always made time for our family. We
have precious memories of our time together, enjoying pizza and chicken wings,
attending his grandchildren’s musicals and sporting events, or watching the
Buffalo Bills play.

Our father was a man of simple tastes, happiest being at home with family,
watching the news and reading the paper. Once he retired, he devoted himself to
enjoying life with his one true love after they moved to Pennsylvania. He and our
mother celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary in 2020. Their selfless love for
each other gave us the foundation upon which to build our own lives. We love
you, dad. (The Choi kids)

o ASYH S FoUNAH 2 stEe ZAAHEHZ]|
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Dear Mrs. Kim:

On behalf of the UBC Faculty of Medicine, please accept my sincere condolences
on the loss of your husband, Dr. Seung U. Kim. While I did not have the honour
of meeting Dr. Kim, I understand from Dr. Jon Stoessl that he made many
important contributions to our understanding of regenerative medicine and its
application on neurological diseases and cancer.

We are grateful for Dr. Kim’s research leadership within the UBC Department of
Medicine, and for his efforts to elucidate the possibilities for stem cell-based and
gene-based therapies, including the potential obstructions to the use of such
therapies in clinical settings. As our research community continues to expand its
focus on accelerating translational medicine, it is vital that we consider the
potential challenges alongside the possibilities of any research endeavour, so that
new knowledge can be developed into tangible improvements in clinical care as
quickly as possible.

Dr. Kim will be remembered by our community for his tireless commitment to
stem cell research, and for his work to offer hope to people with deteriorative
disease. I hope you as proud as we are of all that Dr. Kim was able to accomplish.

May you be well as you remember this remarkable man.
Sincerely,

Dermot Kelleher MB, MD, FRCP, FRCPI, FMedSci, FCAHS, FRCPC, AGAG
Professor, Department of Medicine / Dean, Faculty of Medicine
Vice-President, Health

The University of British Columbia
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