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Dedication Ceremony honoring Dr. Tai-Soon Choi (61)

Dr. Tai-Soon Choi passed away on January 18, 2021 in Murrysville, PA, a suburb
of Pittsburgh. In the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic, due to a restriction of
crossing the State line, I was not able to attend the funeral mass in person. I was,
however, fortunate to observe the rites via Zoom. It was a small family gathering
but was filled with love and moving tributes befitting his sacred life, which was
marked with extraordinary dedication for saving very small and very vulnerable
babies. He was also a man of Catholic faith in the deepest and purest sense. While
he was still working at the Mercy Hospital, on March 19th 1999, the hospital’s
neonatology unit was dedicated to his honor, naming it “Tai-Soon Choi, M.D.
Intensive Care Nursery.” Upon his passing, the hospital wanted another dedication
in his name. The following is from my observation of the event.

On July 14th, 2021, there was a dedication ceremony for Dr. Tai-soon Choi who
passed away earlier this year. It was at Mercy Hospital located in South Buffalo.
This is of course the hospital where he devoted his entire professional life as
pediatrician and neonatologist. Before the ceremony, at 1:00PM there was a
Christian Mass in memory of Tais-soon at the hospital chapel. In attendance were
his wife, Yong-ui, their two daughters, one son and four of his 6 grandchildren
Presiding priest regretted that he did not have a chance to meet Dr. Choi personally
because he had heard so many incredible stories from so many people about Tai-
soon. He said from what he heard, Dr. Tai-soon Choi was “a saint and a disciple of
Jesus.”

After the mass, a guide took us to “Dr. Tai-soon Choi Neonatal Intensive Care
Nursery” where Tai-soon spent countless days and nights taking care of newborn
babies in need of critical care. His love for children and selfless dedication for them
is legendary and remains as folklore.

On this day, the dedication was at Mercy Hospital Emergency Center Meditation
Garden and Legacy Walkway. In this quiet and beautiful sefting, with background
music, a ‘path stone’ bearing his name was laid in the front part of the walkway.
The dedication ceremony started at 2:00PM led by Executive Director, Mercy
Hospital Foundation. Some seventy people were gathered, among them were some
old nurses who had actually worked with him alongside. They reminisced about the
time they spent with Tai-soon in the middle of snow storms and in the middle of the
nights to save those critically sick babies. At the podium, Sylvia, Tai-soon’s
younger daughter, a pediatrician at the University in Pittsburgh, spoke about her
father whose time they had to share with babies of Mercy hospital. Tai-soon was an
incredibly loving man to his family and to all the people in the world. But he stood
out the most for his absolute selfless dedication in caring for his sick and helpless
small patients. During numerous gatherings (including local SNU Alumni
meetings) we had in Buffalo, seldom was he able to stay through the entire time
because he was literally on call day and night all his life. He never was able to join
any cruise because he could not think of leaving his neonatal ICU any length of
time.

[t was an honor of a lifetime to have known him as a friend. I am so glad he
would be forever remembered by the hospital for his incredible story of love and
dedication. I am attaching here some pictures from the event.
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Splendour in the grass
William Wordsworth (1770~1850)

What though the radiance which was once so bright
Be now for ever taken from my sight,

Though nothing can bring back the hour

Of splendour in the grass, of glory in the flower
We will grieve not, rather find

Strength in what remains behind ...

In the primal sympathy

Which having been must ever be...

In the soothing thoughts that spring

Out of human suffering...

In the faith that looks through death,

In years that bring the philosophic mind.
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The Frog’s ESCHPQ

Seo, Youn Seok

On the damped patio window,

a mother frog on the glass looked into our room.

This morning a baby frog on the steps to the second floor
opens her eyes at me,

like a Kimchi 6 baby of *Meredith Victory Ship.

She got an airlift out just three days before Kabul's deadline.
She dances into my clear cup.

In my agonizing dream last night,

| am holding my passport,

the bridge to Incheon airport blocked,

I wander in the street, can't choose
between a road to Busan or Osan airport.
This morning,

what a surprise is to see a lovely little frog
in Virginia, a land of freedom

Wisdom of drone in digital technology

must make her airlift possible.

Her soft skin shines in its light green

like a baby deer's on the grass field

and her blinking eyes glisten with new life.

A frog temporarily in my cup

puts her pretty little mask

and jumps into the fresh pond in the backyard.

*On December 23, 1950, the Meredith Victory Ship withdrew from Heungnam
Harbor in North Korea. It was the last U.S. shp to leave for the south. Forty-
seven crew members helped board 14,000 refugees. The ship sailed the cold East
Sea and arrived safely at Guhjea Island Harbor.

Miraculously, there were no casualties. Dr. Hyun, Bonghak(a graduate of
Severance Medical School and a son of Rev. Hyun, Wonguk who passed away in
1937) served as translator and made the case to pursue the humanitarian mission.

President Eisenhower and the U.S. Congress agreed, and called the Christmas
miracle ship “The Bravest Ship™.

During the three day voyage, five babies were born. Captain Leonard LaRue
named the five newborns Kimchi 1, 3, 3, 4, and 5. After his honorable retirement
in 1954, Captain LaRue became a Beneditine monk. He never went to sea again,
and passed away in 2001 at the age 87.

We should never forget the courage of these honorable actions during that
difficult time.
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