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October 13,2022
Seoul National University College of Medicine Alumni Association of North
America (SNUCMAA-NA)

Dear SNUCMAA-NA,

I am sincerely honored to have been writing to express my sincere gratitude to
those who endowed the SNUCMAA-NA Dr. Sang Seol Rhee and Mrs. Rhee
Scholarship. T want to personally thank you for helping me pursue my dream
of becoming a physician and supporting my education at the CUNY School of
Medicine / Sophie Davis Biomedical Education Program. I was thrilled about
this honor, and I am deeply appreciative that | am a recipient of your
scholarship.

I am a second-year student at the Sophie Davis B.S./M.D. program, which is

an accelerated seven-year medical school program. Upon graduating, I hope to
become an otolaryngologist. I am taking advantage of the opportunities
present at the CUNY School of Medicine (CSOM) and am part of the
MacLeish Fellowship, which allows selected undergraduates to conduct
research under a faculty member at CSOM and CUNY facilities. 1 am
currently working at the Emerson Lab and learning exponentially. I study on
understanding the molecular and cellular mechanisms that underlie the
development of the vertebrate retina and am working on a research poster.

In addition, attending school in Harlem, [ have noticed how food deserts take a
toll in residents and college students. The inaccessibility of healthy and
affordable food sparked me to be heavily involved in CityGreens, an
organization that I founded that donates free plants to encourage gardening and
promote healthy eating lifestyle during the COVID-19 pandemic. 1 will
continue working on expanding CityGreens and remain dedicated of making a
similar and larger impact as a student at Sophie Davis and as a physician.

I am so grateful for your support of my education and for this amazing
scholarship. Traveling from Queens to Manhattan every weekday, I have a 3.5-
hour roundtrip commute. This scholarship will be tremendous help to my
financial situation, allowing me to work less and wholeheartedly focus on
academics and my extracurriculars. It will also help me start saving up to
afford a place closer to school. Thank you again for your generous and
thoughtful gift.

Sincerely,
Michelle Kwon
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TIAN

Seo, Youn Seok

In slow motion,
TIAN moved the Sea into the land.

In the peaceful garden,

Where the American eagle folded his wings

And the pretty birds sang in the field of flowers,

His hippo-like mouth pumped out nuclear bombs.

In the dense fog, he brought the nasty rain, wind, and clouds
Creating the Flood of Noah,

The ruined ground of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

He stuck out his big belly. filled with toxic gas,

And plastic bags that he swallowed.

In the drunken mood, drawn to the orange-scent

He pulled out the palm trees which held the ground tight

by those fast fan motions.

He destroyed the high concrete buildings.

And cut off the connecting wire of the ships and threw them away
And then he screamed.

He swallowed the long snakes and the big alligators,
He squeezed and twisted the middle of the peninsula,
Before he retreated to the eastern ocean and continent.

The weather-controlled center, which received
More ultraviolet light and was ill

Reported the position of IAN's central eye,

While he wandered between North and South-pole,
Drinking the contaminated ocean water.

IAN yelled from the sky

“In the darkness, you folks are sent back to the beginning of time,
And now you will suffer the heavy burdens of the ancient world.”
We all kneeled and prayed.
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Summer Dream, of an Old Surgeon

: For my four grandchildren
“The old heart surgeon always tells a true story from his own experience.”

Choh, Joong Haeng (69, IL)

When I woke up, it was still dark with a touch of pale light in the lower
sky in the east, over the dark silhouettes of my oak trees in the front yard.
A few minutes later, the sun light came all of a sudden. It is going to be
another beautiful, perfect summer day in Midwest, USA.

I am a retired heart surgeon, kind of old aged. I like to tell stories of the
old days to my children, usually truth, occasional lies one time or another.

This morning, I'm gonna take my usual morning walk to the LeRoy
Oakes Park East, St. Charles, Illinois, close to my home and I am actually
supposed to meet Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn at the bridge over
Ferson Creek and fish together. Becky Thatcher won’t be there, she’d never
sacrifice her beauty sleep in the early morning and fishing on the bridge is
always only for the boys.

Ferson creek flows slowly through the woods beyond my back yard and
one mile east of my place, joins the Fox River in Kane County, II, which
then runs southward between nameless woods of the prairie and eventually
somewhere a few hundred miles south-west, near the Iowa & Missouri
border, where she will join the magnificent Mississippi River.

The Fox River in downtown St.Charles, my neighbourhood, is 100.06
meter wide, to be exact, according to Google Map measurements and 1
always, almost always, tell the truth.  If you believe in the old tales of the
southern states, it is the kind of “Warm River”, as in the poetic short story of
Erskine Caldwell or other tales of W. Faulkner --“warm even in winter, when
there is ice and snow underfoot™.

After 10 minutes” walk, as I got close to the bridge, --from the woods I
heard two boys chatting, “Doc is late this morning, 1 think he is getting old?”

“I am almost there, boys. I had an emergency case last night, a triple
coronary bypass, it was a real life saver!™ | shouted.

When 1 arrived, Huck was already throwing his hook into the water and
Tom was baiting his hook with a grasshopper from the bottle on his neck.

' Now he works on his rod and spits on the
river for good luck.

Sky is clear blue and between the trees,
gentle breeze sings easy on and off.

“Guys, I have a new kind of bait this
morning. Couple of pieces of saphenous vein
left over from yesterday’s bypass surgery.
Best kind of baits. Top secret!?if Judge
Thatcher finds out, he will put me into jail and 1 will never be able to fish
again.”

Their eyes glowed. Huck asked “Are these genuine pieces from a real
patient? Can you share a piece with me this morning, Doc?”

[ said “If you guys pay me with one Bit Coin the Judge invested for your
trust, I will let you use my veins today. | heard you guys made fortune from
the new kind of coin the Judge Thatcher invested from your treasures from
the cave.”

[ took out my surgical scalpel, cut the
vein into several pieces and we were
busy baiting our hooks. Now, with the
blessing of the Lord,(Mathew 4:19) three
disciples are all ready for a long day’s
happy fishing. Maybe some bluegill and :
catfish could be grilled to perfection for
our lunch later. With the soy sauce and Gochoojang(red-pepper paste) 1
brought, it is going to be a fantastic outdoor lunch this afternoon.

Suddenly, my cell phone rang. It is from my Minister of Internal Affairs
with a soaring soprano voice. “Where are you? Did you know you have the
appointment with your cardiologist this morning for Blood Pressure pills and
another appointment to follow with the urologist for the Prostate problem?
Yobo, Bbally, Bbally Jibbae Wa!?Come home quick! ”

“Oh! It sucks!” 1 said.

“Doc. Don’t forget to see Dr. Al. Alzheimer at the corner of Crane Road &
the 3rd street. I heard he is very good at fixing old people with
forgetfulness.” Tom Sawyer jeered at me.

As | awake from this summer dream, the woods are still lovely and the
river runs warm as usual, in the summer of 2022.

And--the old heart surgeon always tells a true story from his own
experience.

—written by Grandpa for my grandchildren, Thomas, Amanda, Abigail & Chloe after reading
“the Adventures of Tom Sawyer” for them, during their visit in August 2022~
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The overtime

Last month 1 took a guided tour of New Mexico. After
visiting a beautitul adobe church we were waiting for our
bus under a large cottonwood tree, when I overheard a
charming elderly lady’s blaring statement;

*“We are in the fourth quarter!”
1 asked her, “What do you mean?”

“We are in the fourth quarter of the game, because I am

Ha

seventy six years old and she is seventy four.” Her sister was sitting beside her

smiling.

“Then, I am in the overtime because I am eighty eight.”
After a brief moment of silence she mumbled, “In the overtime the game usually

ends with the sudden death.”

“Yeah. That’s what happened to a couple of my friends this year.” - Eunsun Cho(61)
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