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Water and Life: WELL

Water is vital for All Life,
an invaluable life-sustaining force.
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It is to promote charitable activities
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Obituary
John Joonpyo Hong, age 84 of Westlake, passed away
peacefully on the morning of Monday, April 10, 2023, five
months after suffering a stroke with subsequent complications.
He was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather, and he
. enjoyed frequent visits from his family and friends throughout
| the course of his illness.

John grew up in Korea, where he attended Kyungbok High
School for boys in Seoul and graduated in 1958. He was accepted into the
prestigious Seoul National University and began his pre-medical studies in the
fall of 1958, graduating with his Medical Doctor degree in 1964. He finished 8th
in his class and chose to pursue general surgery as his specialty. After training in
Seoul, South Korea, John immigrated to Halifax, Nova Scotia in 1967 for a
surgical internship, then to Northeast Ohio to continue his general surgery
training. He trained at Aultman Hospital in Canton for one year, then Fairview
Hospital in Cleveland for the remainder of his residency. He served as chief
surgical resident from 1971-72 at Fairview Hospital.

John and his wife were very proud to become U.S. citizens and worked hard to
build a good life for their family after coming here with very little. Having
managed to escape capture and almost certain death by a North Korean soldier as
a pre-teen, he was always very grateful to the U.S. for their help during the
Korean War.

After residency training, John opened his own private practice in Brook Park
as a general practitioner and general surgeon in the 1970s, eventually building his
own medical office that he passed on to his son. He was a Fellow with the
International College of Surgeons and had staff privileges at Deaconess Hospital,
Fairview Hospital, and Southwest General Hospital over the course of his
medical carecer. He built a large solo practice, serving many in the area, and was
honored by the union workers of the Ford Motor Company in appreciation for his
dedication to their healthcare. John retired in 2013, with his children following in
his footsteps in the medical field, as he followed in his dad’s footsteps. They all
became doctors or dentists and all married doctors or dentists.

Outside of medicine, John enjoyed classical music and playing the violin. He
could often be found on the golf course when the weather was nice enough, even
managing to hit an elusive and much-desired hole-in-one. He remained the
ultimate student throughout his life with a constant appetite for knowledge,
satisfied through reading, watching documentaries, and then YouTube once he
discovered it as a source of information.

But above all, John was a man who loved his family, and they meant
everything to him. John is survived by his beloved family: wife Judith, aka Judy,
with whom he would have celebrated 58 years of marriage next month; children
Richard (Kyoko), Rosamond, aka Rosy, (Jeff Weil), and Raymond (Sandy);
grandchildren Marcus, Nicholas, Tyler, Jaimeson, Jessica, Katie, Lauren,
Alexander, Adelyn, Audrey, and Alayna; sisters Pamela Okpyo and Henrictta
Kyungpyo. He is preceded in death by his father Myung Kil Hong, mother
Kilsang Hong (nee Song), his brother Kevin Keunpyo, and his sister Grace
Jongpyo Yoon (nee Hong). He will be greatly missed by many.
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Dear SNUCMAA-NA,
I am writing to express my sincere gratitude to those who

- endowed the SNUCMAA-NA Dr. Sang Seol Rhee and Mrs.

support.

Rhee Scholarship. 1 am honored and appreciative of your

| am a second-year student in the Sophie Davis B.S./M.D.
program, which is an accelerated seven-year medical school
program. This scholarship has been a tremendous help to
my financial situation, allowing me to pay off my tuition
and school expenses. This year, I attended my first research
conference as an undergraduate ophthalmology researcher.
With your support, I was able to afford conference expenses

including supplies and travel costs. Investigating the molecular and cellular
mechanisms of the development of the retina, 1 presented my poster to esteemed
physicians and researchers. This was an incredible learning experience as |
presented my research; engaged in insightful discussions on the latest
developments; and received invaluable input on my project.

Altogether, the scholarship allowed me to work less and wholeheartedly focus
on my academics and extracurriculars. | was able to explore various opportunities
at my medical school. For instance, | took part in an orthopedics workshop where
I learned how to analyze X-rays and gained hands-on experience in casting and
splinting. I also attended numerous medical talks/panels, learning about
physicians' work from various specialties. My favorite and most interesting event
was with an OB/GYN resident who plans to do a fellowship in a fairly new

domain: gender-affirming surgery. Overall, these panels taught me how
expansive and innovative medicine can be. I was able to learn different fields of
medicine that I otherwise did not know existed. Moreover, with these decreased
financial burdens, I was able to focus on new research projects with my
professors. Currently, | am investigating anti-stigma mental health interventions
for Asian Americans. | have been working on organizing focus groups in
Flushing high schools. Collectively, these involvements help me become a better
physician as [ strengthen my skills in critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving. This month, through a committee’s nomination, I was invited to
a luncheon where 1 had the opportunity to sit and talk with the Dean about my

research.

It is incredibly meaningful to be a recipient of a SNUCMAA scholarship and
be a part of a community of fellow Korean American physicians. As a first-

generation Korean American, |

come across barriers in navigating college such as financial costs or my 3.5-
hour roundtrip commute from school to home. As an aspiring physician, 1 will
help others in similar situations by being a valuable mentor and guide to them.
Similar to the impact this scholarship has done on me, I hope to also give back to
the Korean-American community and fellow aspiring physicians. Most
importantly, I envision myself improving the health and well-being of patients as
a compassionate and empathetic physician. Thank you again for helping me
pursue my dream of becoming a physician and supporting my education.

Sincerely,
Michelle Kwon
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A (64) 100
MAS(71) 175
A ZAH(75) 10,000
MA=(84) 200
QAAEI(99) 300

CHARITY FUND

HhSTE(61) 100 AFIA(61) 200 BHAH61) 100 o]AE(62) 100
M8 (64) 100 EMZA(R4) 100 FM=A5) 100 FHAR66) 200
ZEE(71) 100 WQlZ)(73) 200 AHS(75) 100 AAOKTE) 100
ShEA1(76) 100 Mrs. 51855 (64, 11 G141 FOl) 100

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

OFFER(58) 200  THIY (59 25  UE(60) 200 THAS(60) 125
£71861) 200 TH=2(61) 100 (61 100 =FHEAHel) 200
QENQ(62) 100  Ol7H(62) 375 AHAAZ(63) 500 AER=(63) 10,000
AMT(63) 350  SHE(63) 300 SIE(63) 375 OHAS(64) 400
O|ZI(64) 175 SMF(64) 100 HIEH(e4) 100 FHHA(5) 100
ZEAl(67) 175  o]¥E(67) 200 AFH(68) 75  2AY((70) 150
AEA(70) 100 FE«(71) 125 "iES(71) 200 AMARKTL) 400
ZTAS(72) 200 AWE(75) 100 AAR(75) 500  AAOKTE) 100
SHEAI(76) 100 HAFEB5) 50

M (59, grEZ2AE AY) 3806 OlHxH(60, SFEARAS AYW) 3,806
SHE, St (6], BRI EAE A4 10,000

Mrs. AZAH60, 11 A=T 2Ql) 7,000 Mrs. 01Z4=(61) 30,000
Mrs. 5185 (64, 2 5148 F2QI) 100

GENERAL DONATION

At (54) 50  AlaFE(s6) 175 ZAASI(58) 200 EAWH(E) 50
LS5 (58) 50 ZAEI(59) 500 AWeHG59) 50 AEARI(59) 75
FHE3ZGY) 100 HE=G9) 650 FTEYG9) 75 #AZ|E60) 500
HHEI(60) 50  O]ZSHe0) 150 FHBEHe0) 100 ZE=(61) 150
oA (k1) 100 AHSHA(e1) 100 BFsAM(e1) 50  olss(k1) 50
olAR&(61) 3,000 Ol (61) 1,000 EAEHeE1) 100  EERAGD 100
& (61) 75 ZRES(62) 200 o]&E(62) 125 ZAAE(63) 75
ZEEH63) 100 FAI=(63) 100 |YES63) 75 AAS() 75
£849(63) 175 =763 50  wE(63) 175 FAE(64) 100
CrRE(64) 100 HFE(64) 250 AFE(64) 200 FHESF(64) 200
A9Z(65) 100  HQH65) 100 AEEE(65) 100 OlgFS(65) 100
HA3H65) 100 HL(65) 50 AEFEHA65) 200 HER(66) 300
O]905=(66) 100 HEEE(66) 75 FTA2(66) 100 TTAHeE) 50
/3-8 (67) 75 olZ=2(67) 75 ol&sl(67) 75 TASF(67) 200
@A (68) 500 o]AYL(K8) 100 O|H=(h8) 875  O]ANE(68) 175
A=A (68) 125 ARIE(68) 100 ABAWE9) 200 A =E(69) 50
28769 100 o]88H9) 100 AFL(F0) 100 HEHER(70) 100
ZEE() 15 ZRFTD) 175 QESHI) 100 OFEFE(71) 300
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SAZE(74) 75 AHEZ(5 100 =AA(75) 50 WIRE(75) 175
A|A(75) 100 HHOHTE) 75 FHAGT6) 475 THEA(76) 75
AEE(77) 300 ZA(R2) 1,000 Mrs. AE=(31 LEE] 56, £Q1) 1,000
Mrs., S35 (64, 1 SAE Bol) 100 ASHE 0F A2t 55257 250
AASCDTF DONATION

ZAeig(64) 100  AFRFT 100 FAHS(75) 100 AHEOMTE) 100
SHEAI(76) 100 EHS(81) 250

M| 524 7] (20234 7€ 1Y ~ 20244 68 30Y)

DUES 2023-2014
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GREEN PROJECT FUND
CHARITY FUND
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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Youn Seok Seo,M.D.

Tel: 419-234-4154
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E-mail: younseokseo2004@gmail.com / shucmma@yahoo.com




