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Dear Friends of YD Kim,

For the past several years, I have written a holiday poem -- nothing fancy, just my
reflections on the previous twelve months. This year, I wanted to share my poem with
you. Thank you again for coming to our father's memorial and for being such good
friends to him and my mother. I send you warm wishes this holiday season and all

{]J{H ™

year round.
A Sentimental Sonnet

We marked a year without my mother,
Her gravestone gray upon the hill.
She lies in peace beside my brother,
A loss that leaves me breathless still.

But life went on, with myriad joys,
Spending time with friends old and new.
Graduation came for both our boys,
Tuition payments finally through.

September days were warm but cruel,
As Dad grew frailer and succumbed.
We held him tightly like a jewel,
Feeling bereft and sometimes numb.

As this year ends, we send you greetings,
For happy days and peaceful nights.

For fewer partings and more meetings,
For all of earth’s divine delights.
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“Hello?” “Dr. Lee please.”

“This is he.” “Uh? No, no, I mean
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So Trued to a Roar

So trued to a roar,

so accustomed to a grimace
of against, I hardly noticed
it was over.

Like an invalid I crept

out into the open

(since where was there an open?)
and like a revenant lipped

the names of things
turned things again:
white pine, quaking aspen,
shagbark that by all rights

should have been shorn.

Was it for this, I asked

(since when was there
someone to ask?)

that I was born?

No answer, unless of leaves
acquiring light, and small lives
going about their business

of being less,

and on the clear pond
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STILL AMERICAN

They say go, return to land that
I don’t know. It makes no sense.
Born and raised American,

so Mexico is still foreign.

Culture kept, but this is my home.
Immigrant, no: Hispanic.
~ Roberto Santos, Laredo, Texas
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Sejong Cultural Society
https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/index.php
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https://amzn.to/3JsNI3P
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