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My wife Hazel Goodwin kim passed away early morning Saturday Nov 9th at a
hospital due to cardiac arrest during the treatment process.

She was born in Norwood MA, a suburb of Boston and she graduated McGill
University Medical College. She was trained in Brooklyn at NY Downstate Medical
College hospital and specialized in Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. She
married Dr. Hae Kim psychiatrist and psychoanalyst associated with Cornell
University Weill Medical College and has 3 children and 5 grandchildren.

Memorial service is to be held at her church, The First Congregation Church in
Rockaway Beach, Queens on Friday 11/22/24 Hae Ahm Kim’52
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Eulogy for Chan-Kook Rha

“I think I’m indestructible.”

That’s what Chan-Kook told Susan this summer, with his big,
warm smile, and that twinkle in his eye. He was 86 years old. He
had been battling cancer for five years, found it painful to eat and
walk, and had been widowed from Young-Sook Lori, as many of
you know her the love of his life, for over four years.

Yet there he was. Thrilled to be alive. He had things to do. Pictures to take.
New things to learn.

Lessons to pass on. People to care for. He felt indestructible. He nearly was.

When I asked Susan what she wanted me to share about her father today, she
said simply, “I want you to share everything that he was.”

I wish that I could. I wish every one of you could have known Chan-Kook as
well as his daughters did, or his closest friends. You’d be astonished. Inspired.
Heartbroken. Grateful.

You’d understand what it means to be truly, fully alive.

While I can’t share everything he was, I can share the essence of what made
him unique - In the real sense of the word. Singular.

For me, what made Chan-Kook like no other came down to three qualities:

e His kindness and generosity

e His uncontainable, infectious joy for life

e And his never-ending drive and determination

GENEROSITY

I learned early on never to compliment Chan-Kook on anything he was wearing
or owned.

If you were the bright child of a community member, ready for college but
unable to afford it, Chan-Kook Lori, might quietly pay your tuition, as if you
were one of their own.

He and Lori were blessed with success, and their generosity knew no bounds.
They, themselves, lived modestly. They found far more joy in giving than
keeping. Even in his final weeks he was still carefully clipping coupons.

Chan-Kook’s dedication to caring for others defined him much more than his
material generosity. He lived his life in service to others.

The Rha house was open to all.

JOY.

His huge heart was paired with that megawatt smile. He had so much joy in
him, he couldn’t contain it all, and he needed us to help him carry that load. He
loved dancing, gardening, telling stories. His curiosity was insatiable. He never
stopped studying. But more than anything, he loved to observe, to watch, to
notice. Taking beautiful pictures was, I think, his way of memorializing the
wonderful things he saw, that so many of us missed.

e He cooked all the meals.

e He did all the dishes. He could teach a resident the most intricate surgical
techniques, but it was folly to think anyone in his family could learn the proper
Korean Army way of doing dishes. “It’s OK. Just let me handle them.’

e He did the household chores. Pro tip: if you scrub the walls while taking a
shower, you clean the bathroom, and get exercise, all at the same time. How
beautiful is life?

Every morning, he did Lori’s hair.

When she found a dress that she liked, he filled her closet with every color and
design of it. He was utterly, madly in love with her.

When Lori passed away, his heart was broken.

ENERGY AND DRIVE

Modern psychology tells us the path to a healthy life is clear: get plenty of
sleep, maintain work-life balance, prioritize self-care, and make time to relax and
recharge.

Chan-Kook never got that memo.

ORIGINS

When the communists took power and the Rhas’ name finally appeared on a list
for wealth redistribution, his father’s loyal workers didn’t just warn them they
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risked their own lives to save the family.

LEGACY

And his legacy of kindness and generosity lives on,
today, through his daughters. The way they cared for him
in the four years since Lori passed away was nothing

short of miraculous.

One or more of them accompanied him to every
doctor's visit, check-up, and procedure. They never
missed a single telehealth appointment. Nearly every
weekend, one or multiple daughters would be there with
him in Stamford. They made hundreds of trips with him

Ll

to Spring Grove Cemetery to visit their mom. And almost every night, they’d call

him -often talking for hours.

They did all this while managing demanding careers, raising their own children,
being there for their husbands, friends, and communities.

They did it because they had an overwhelming love and respect for their father.
They did it because they loved spending time with him. And they did it because,
like their father, they only know one way to be, giving everything to those they

love. Those giant, giant Rha hearts.

Susan texted me on Thursday: “I’m pretty sure my dad is the best person I have
known in my life. He was not perfect, but probably the closest to it.”

This is where I should share a humanizing story,
something to make Chan-Kook more relatable, more
accessible. But I don't have much to offer in that way.
The guy did not miss.

Here’s the best I can come up with. As a parent, I've
recently learned that on rare occasions, when we think
we’re helping our kids we’re actually traumatizing them.

Chan-Kook loved to quiz the girls on math during car
. yrides. Great fun for Seung-Yeun and Ji-Yeun, the
. =) scientists. For Joanne and Susan, the artists, not so much.

So, here’s a Chan-Kook Rha car ride math question for
all of you. If a man lives for 86 years, but only needs three hours of sleep each
night instead of the usual eight, how many additional years of life does he

experience?
I’'m waiting.

The answer is 27 years. Chan-Kook Rha lived for 86 glorious years, but he was

alive for 113.

And it wasn’t nearly enough. If anyone deserved more time, it was him.
But what a magnificent 113 years they were.
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Reminding me that you are alive, each

Back and forth. ..

perhaps

which is so full of HIS light,
I don't need to speak a word.

I'm born into a new world,

where I find heavenly peace and love.

So many moments stand out like diamonds, each

Speaking to me every wish of your lifetime is being fulfilled, each
Sparkling and stretching one after another forward in front of me,
But much longer backwards endlessly like watching millions of cars
Along the thruway I-S in the middle of night all the way from here,

San Juan Capistrano to Los Angeles where some of my sweet grandchildren are.

Each moment is so precious, so full of God's grace, so powerful
Of HIS light that I can see all the smiling faces of my loved ones,
All my friends of my entire lifetime, back and forth, back and forth,

transcending time and space all day long if I want to.
Here in this mysterious land of brilliant peaceful light,

physicists’ quantum mechanics and entanglement may be the law of nature.

Every moment is wide open to the universe of infinite space,

My heart understands and feels everybody’s heart so clearly and warmly.

I certainly can see freely anyone I want to see and wanted to see.

Each sparkling moment absorbs me and swallows me and

Lee, Hahn Joong(65, CA) “

Out of 24 hours a day whether I'm awake or in a dream,
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Withering
oveE

Joe Hyoyun Yun (69, MI)

In early Sunday morning hours, one more hour of dayiights,

Sipping coffee and ginger lemon tea, said to be good for morning coughs.

Looking and listening out the window, as there was nothing else to do.

Tall maple trees and oak trees turned paﬂid gray,

Hardly recognizable, as if we turned off the Iight,

Verdant, mossy colors of life are now yesterday’s shade.

A few foiiages of amber yellows, dazzling reds and darkiy browns,

Still in their final struggles on the branches and mother boughs,

To no avail but the last kisses of farewell

Suddenly gentle Zephyrine turned jealous harsh breaths of wind,

Came across the mountains and lakes, to trees to trees,

Only to show the nakedness of what they used to caress.

Pensive Iooking birds seem so glum, as they lost the

supernal places to hide and sing,

Looking and Iistening to barren field of change, while saying,

“That's not the way we would sing, that’s not the way we would paint,”

“And that's not the place we would flock our feathers”

In early Sunday morning hours, iooking and listening out the window,

Too early to read anything, as my eyes are StiH deepiy shadowed

And love is withering on the boughs.
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The 39th Annual Medical Convention

49 129 (E) Grand Banquet X4 ¢13]: 6A|152 A|ZH| $150 /person
REGISTRATION FORM q P
012 (82) (Engish) (] Duet Menu (Steak & Shrimp) X401 gl
=\ 2
emai zopc [J Mushroom Ravioli (vegan) x7tolg: =
2H-HLC
S The Westin Tysons Corner, 7801 Leesburg Pike Falls Church, VA 22043 Room Rate $175 Grand Total $

Hotel Reservation Link: Book your group rate for SNUCMAA of NA : link sent by email

‘ . OFXl, MAIAIAE £
0f| 2k M3}eHSE Marriott Centeral Reservation (888) 627-8970, Group Code 394019

Yas

JSl0M £2 HS U H7IoHE Em H7I AT 2EF AL,

0

OFAI Al A} (7:30am - 8:30am HMAIAL(12:00 noon - 1:00pm
Registraion Fee 3 ¥ $ 200 HEAM ( ) aal pm)
4212E) | Wi g | gudd | ey 3
5|20l HIo Xl B 23 olo
S HHTX}’. ".D"'Q'r “i.—"' s Free 49 129(E) A740IY: m 49 129(E) A740IY: o
Member in training, Outside invited speakers =4 =TeE © =“e =ToE ©
2l 1301(9l xt740] Q- o 2l 139110l xt740] Q- o
raitien ParE $ 42 139(9) 7Ol 3 42 139(9) 7ol 3
HYAMAL ME o & MEHo| HIEA] EA| 8 T4 2. All checks Payable to SNUCMAA
48 11Y () HHHR|: 6A|152 Al §120/person Address send to : SHSa(;/]r.n ';Ari:ectha\llzsz\(;fsvé SQ. Unit 810
(] New York Steak HIHRI: g

SNUCMAA Office Information: (516) 365-5500

[J Fennel Crusted Salmon Aol ¥l $ snucmaa@yahoo.com
[J Cauliflower Steak (Vegan) bl | $ A5l BE HolEo Aol E shoddh}l, SE2n]= Tt}
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